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Incomplete/Incorrect

- Prophecy and the Gospel

Preferred

The primary commission Jesus Christ
gave his Church is not to proclaim an
urgent message about the forming of the
beast of Revelation in Europe. You will
simply not find such a commission

given by Christ in the Bible. It is true

- that we focused on that very strongly

for a good number of years. But, as
God’s people, let’s not get our zeal
about prophecy confused with our
God-given commission. To do the
Work is to fulfill the commission. It is
not to shake people up about the timing
of the appearance of the beast.

Wars and atrocities have always occurred
and will continue to occur until Christ
comes, ho matter where we are now in
prophecy!. That is the nature of this evil
world until that glorious time known only
to God when he will make all things

new! '

Undoubtedly, someday someone will be
right when they proclaim that we are
now absolutely in the very last gasps of -
this dying world. The fact is, at any
given time we may well be. But to
~claim to absolutely know that beyond any
doubt is to practice deceit.
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God has led us to see that the purpose of -

prophecy is to guide us to him as the

One who supervises the course of history,

to remind us that he is Judge of all and

that his judgment is surely coming, to

assure us of his love, mercy, faithfulness

and justice, as well as to encourage us

and to reassure us that our faith is not in

vain. It should be a motivation to faithful

living, not to empty speculation.

Therefore, instead of heralding recent

world events as the sure sign of the end,

the Church points to the dangerous direc-

| tion this world is going, to the prophecies

of coming judgment on all nations, and to

; ~the promise of the return of Jesus Christ.

The Church has encouraged the brethren

to remain faithful to their calling in Christ

for the rest of their lives, regardless of

how many more wars, famines, epidemics,

earthquakes, economic collapses or

national disasters may occur before Jesus

returns.
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Do we believe that God’s word is not
true unless we see some tangible
“proof” of fulfilled prophecy on the
world scene? Do we need scare tactics,
like some modern, would-be prophets
use, to keep us excited about the
wonderful truth of God’s message? The
answer is, of course, no! Not if we are
truly the people of God.

We should preach prophecy correctly,
emphasizing the reality of the return of
Christ and the coming judgment. We
should point to unstable and ungodly
world conditions as a prod to remain
close to God and to make our calling
and election sure. We should preach
continually about the return of Christ
with eager anticipation.

But we should not claim to know
something that is, in reality, only
speculation and opinion and then use
Scripture to support our view.

The only prophecy truly essential to
know is that Jesus Christ is coming back
in glory to judge the living and the dead
in righteousness and rule the nations,
bringing the saints’ reward with him.
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" Incomplete/incorrect

Preferred

Who is the beast? Is he (or it) now
stirring on the world scene? Maybe.
Maybe not. That’s not the issue.
Believing the truth of the final outcome
and living accordingly, though, is the
issue. And God tells us what that
outcome will be through Bible prophecy.

Let Bible prophecy always guide us to
faithful living, not to empty speculation.
Knowing when Jesus will return is not
the issne. Knowing that he will return
is. Let’s be more concerned about how
we wait than how long and under what
circumstances we wait. Prophecy indeed
has special value for each Christian and
for the entire Church. Let’s take care to
see that we use it rightly, and for its
intended purpose. '
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The central core and theme of all our
commission, all our Work and all our
lives is Jesus Christ. It is not the
specifics of end-time prophecy. It is not
the identity of modern nations. It is not .
the identity of church eras.

Jesus said, “By this all men will know
that you are my disciples, if you love
one another” (Jn. 13:35).  Can you
imagine the spiritual growth that would
take place in the Body of Christ if all
God’s people placed their emphasis on
that command instead of on fleeing to a
place of safety?
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The proclamation that Jesus
will return in our lifetimes.

The proclamation that Europe
will be the beast.

The proclamatioh that the white
English-speaking peoples are Israel.

The proclamaﬁon that the Worldwide
Church of God constitutes the only
converted people in the world. '
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‘The proclamation that the gospel has
not been preached in 1900 years.

¢ The claim that the great promised time of God
had come.

& The summary of the life, death and resurrection
of Jesus,

# The claim that all this was the fulfillment of prophecy.
The assertion that Jesus would come again. '

® The urgent invitation to men and women to repent and
" receive the promised gift of the Holy Spirit.







